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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Main Street and Springfield Avenue
Springfield, Union County
New Jersey

Qwner: Presbyterian Church,.

Date of Erection: 1791.

Arehitect: No records.

Builder: No record.

Present Condition:

-

Number of Stories: One, and balcony. Cupola.
Materials of Congtruction: Wood.

Other Fxisting Records: See text. 1

Additiconal Data: See foliowing page.

1 Also see photograph in the American Architect Magazine,
March, 1936.
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Source of information - W.Y¥Y, Herald Trivune, Apr.l0, 1932

_ Bullt in pre-=Revolutlonary days, the Firet Pres-
byterlen Church ot Springfileld now findg itself in &
modern environment wiil a church planit suitable for a
hundred years ago. The church was in the thiick of the
Bettle of Springfield in the Revelution. From it zrose
the ssying, "Give tem Wstts", bacouse hymn books wers
used for wadding in muskeis and Iszac Watts, the world's
most vrolific hymn writer, had ccntributed most of the
hymng in the books, This historic churech wag estavlished
in 1745,

Source of infTormation - Hewark Evening lews, 1928

The first edifice was bullt of logs in 1745, at
what is now Hillburn, Wew Jersevy. In the old burying-
ground, now owned by the 3.A.R., 1s & tomb-stone of
Willisn Stites, deted 1727. At that time tihe Briant
fanmily ceme here, and thers were only tnrse houses be-
R tween Elizabeth and Horristown, but in 1738 Springfield
. : alone had three houses. These belonged to the Denman,

' - VanWinkle, snd VWhitehead fanilies. Previous to the
building of tane church, the plonesrs were gccustomed to
walk to Elizabsth to church. It was in 1746 thetl Rev.
Timothy Sims becsms pastor, cid it was in after years
that nils grandson, Captein Sinms, created much exclte—
ment by a theory that the centre of the earth wsg in-
navlted and thet pesople were Lo Le reccned from the
pole, He netitloned Congrescs 1o Tit out zn expedition
L0 sscertain the correctness of the statement, but Con-
gress replied by sgesying thot Lhere vere cnough peonle
living on the outside withnout huniting for meire inside,
In four years of this pastorate there was glven to iir.
Simeg and Peter Dickinson, thelr neirs snd assigns, 100
acras to e held by them Loy use 01 the minlsver of
the parish "for 211 time and never to e sold or dise—
nosed of for any other use, a=nd in return & nint of
spring water was to be given vihen demandsd on the nire-
misesh,

The second house of worsilp was bullt in 17561
on thie site where the present church stands. It vas
this ehurch which took such an important nart in tae
Battle of Springfield. The houses in Sw»nringliesld were
purned a2t that time,zs well as the church, by the
British,. R '

. o From W.%.J.
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During the Revolution Hr. Ven Arsdale was the pastor,
and in that Derioa the mvuoers vassed through- mpny trr-

-~ ing experiences. The vnresent structure wes puilt

the site of the previous one and completed in 1791._
SoThe bulilding is of hendmade cypress siaingles and hand-
- wrougiht nells and is at the corner of Morris Avenue 2nd
“l2din Strest. It was wuilt by members of the church,
many of vhom are vuried in the 0ld cemeiery across the
street. Thaey cut the best timper from thelr farms and
took it to towm, a2nd with theilr own hands fsshioned
and built the structure. The women took rood from
thelr homes and Sﬁrveu it to the men during the build~
_lﬂf’;o
: The bell in the steeple is nads from one wnlch
wae in the 014 ciurch pefore the Reveluitlon, and called
the.Jersey fermers to battle on June 23%, 1{00 It was
cest in Englaﬂd in 1722. (8.A.Krom, 1900). :

- Bource of'information'— History of Union County, 1923.

: Organized out of =2 porvion of tﬁe Contectﬁcut
Farmng congreﬁatlou and 1ncorpo”otea September 23, 1876.

. The Da5u0”s and daies ere ag follows: - _
Timothy Symme 1?do~5 hmﬁﬂqh Kere, 1763-565; Jacob
-¥sn Argdele, 1(?4—1001 Gersaon Willisgnmeg, 1501=1618;
Jameg V. Tucksr, 1010-1319; Eliss W. Crane, 1l520-26;
John D, Paxton, 1l8526-27; Wm. Gray, 1l828-029; Horace
Doolittle, 1£30~33; John C. Hart, 1835=43%; Edwsrd E.
Rankin, 1844-50; Wu. E. Locke, 1091—92 Orlwnéo L.
Kirtland, 1093—(2, ercellue Bowen, 1 f?—?+, Henry W.
Teller, 1 b=3%; Geo. H. Stephens, 1wu3—&o, W, Hop=-
DEGI, _SUT—IQIB, Geo. A. Ll{@?tt, Ph., D., 1913

The cnureil wesg remodaled and renoveisd vievious
Lo the celebretion of the 125th anniversary in 1916,
There are two cemstsriss connected withh it.

Source of informesilon =~ Aynar *»u“iy ITr, 191

In tis Revolvitlon tie caurch was us8ed ag &
T ~nouse for suspliss for ths srmy, nacessitatling
the use of a neiphooring barn Ior services.

WOCH
The sbove history is teken from
“”ew Jersey Buildings and Blo-
reohiicel Sketches" collected and
ilted vy irs. Walter W. Jeckson,
nigtorisn, of Hahway, ilew Jersey.
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